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SUBJECT: PERMITTING A FOSTER CHILD TO REMAIN IN THE SAME SCHOOL  

THEY ATTENDED AT THE TIME OF PLACEMENT 
 
House Bill 1453 required the Children’s Division to consult with the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to establish necessary procedures to 
implement the following statute: 
 

“Upon request of foster family, the guardian ad litem, or the volunteer 
advocate and whenever possible, the child shall be permitted to 
continue to attend the same school that the child was enrolled in and 
attending at the time the child was taken into custody by the division.” 
(211.032.7(2), RSMo) 

 
When possible, with the best interest of the child in mind, arranging for the child to 
continue to attend the same school should be discussed during the 24/72 hour Family 
Support Team meeting.  Distance from original school may be a factor in recommending 
such arrangements, however, based on location of the foster family, the school district 
may be able to provide transportation. DESE has provided some options for the team to 
consider, including: 

 
1. The school bus of the foster child’s home district travels to the home of the 

foster parent to pick up the child.  These miles would be considered eligible 
miles for the school district to include in their allowable cost for state aid; 

2. The foster parent provides transportation and receives reimbursement for 
mileage from the school district.  School districts can include this as an 
allowable cost for state aid; 

3. The foster parent meets the school bus at the boundary line of the school 
district.   

4. The school district contracts with an individual, besides the foster parent, to 
transport the child to their home school district.  This would be an allowable 
cost for state aid for school districts; or 

5. The foster parent provides transportation with no reimbursement for mileage 
from the school district. 



 
Please note that the law does not require schools to provide reimbursement as 
described above. 
 
When it is determined to be in the child’s best interest, the Foster Parent/Children’s 
Division staff should enroll the child in their new school.  It is the responsibility of the new 
school to request transfer of records from the old school, pursuant to Sections 167.022 
and 211.032.7(1) RSMo., within two business days, upon notification by the Division. 
 
Central Office will be distributing a letter to all foster parents explaining this legislative and 
policy change. 
 
NECESSARY ACTIONS: 
 

1. Please review this memorandum with all Children’s Division Staff. 
 
2. Review the attached letter provided to all foster parents.  Be prepared to answer questions 

foster parents may have at the time of placement of school-aged foster child. 
 
3. All questions should be cleared through normal supervisory channels and directed to:  

 
PDS CONTACTS: 
 
Veronica Stovall, PDS 
573-522-5060 
Veronica.E.Stovall@dss.mo.gov
 

PROGRAM MANAGER: 
 
Kathryn Sapp 
573-522-5062 
Kathryn.Sapp@dss.mo.gov
 

CHILD WELFARE MANUAL 
 
Section 1 Chapter 3.3
Section 1, Chapter 4
Section 4, Chapter 7.2

REVISIONS 
 
Roles and Responsibilities of Placement Resources 
Roles and Responsibilities of Community Partners 
Family Support Team Meeting 
 

FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS 
 
N/A 
RELATED STATUTES: 
 
211.032.7(2), RSMo
167.022, RSMo
COUNCIL ON ACCREDITATION (COA) STANDARDS: 
 
N/A 
PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT PLAN (PIP): 
 
N/A 
SACWIS REQUIREMENTS: 

N/A 

PN/KS/VES 

http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/memos/2006/dese_letter.pdf
mailto:Veronica.E.Stovall@dss.mo.gov
mailto:Kathryn.Sapp@dss.mo.gov
http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section1/ch3/sec1ch3sub3.htm
http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section1/ch4/sec1ch4index.htm
http://www.dss.mo.gov/cd/info/cwmanual/section4/ch7/sec4ch7sub2.htm
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C200-299/2110000032.HTM
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C100-199/1670000022.HTM
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